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“One of Britain’s most important young black 
novelists . . . a truly gifted storyteller.”

—Time Out London
 

B
everley Cottrell has a dream life: a prestigious job, a 
beautiful husband and baby boy. Then her son Malakay 
is kidnapped from a parked car. Despite a media cam-

paign and police investigation, the boy is never found. 

Beverley’s marriage dissolves, she gives up her job, and 

leaves the leafy suburbs for a London housing project.

After two decades of grief and isolation, Beverley begins 

teaching literature to bright kids thrown on society’s scrap heap. 

She finally begins piecing her life together—until a young man 

starts appearing wherever she goes. One dark evening the stalker 

gets past her building’s security and calls through her door. He 

tells her not to be scared; he says that he is Malakay, her son.

Set in contemporary inner-city London, The Gospel According 

to Cane is a meditation on how the past can blur the present in a 

world where everyone is the victim, and no one is to blame. 
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“Courttia Newland 
is a fierce talent.” 
—Victor LaValle
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Courttia newland’s first novel, The Scholar, was published 

in england in 1997. further critically acclaimed works 

include Society Within, Snakeskin, The Dying Wish, Music 

for the Off-Key, and A Book of Blues. He is coeditor of 

IC3: The Penguin Book of New Black Writing in Britain and 

has had short stories featured in many anthologies. He 

was nominated for the international iMpAC Dublin Literary 

Award, the CWA Dagger in the Library Award, the Alfred 

fagon Award, and the frank O’Connor Award. His latest an-

thology, coedited with Monique roffey, is Tell Tales 4: The 

Global Village. He lives in London. The Gospel According to 

Cane is his first book to be published in the united States.

“The abduction of a child would devastate any family. But what if that 
child returned, many years later, a young man and a stranger? A grip-
ping novel that’s rich with both grief and great love.”

—VicTor LAVALLe, AuThor of Big Machine

AKBTK

“A thrilling read, full of psychological tension and drama, the emotive ac-
count of one woman’s response to tragedy. Newland depicts his young 
characters humanely, compassionately. A stylish, confident novel.”

—YVVeTTe edwArds, AuThor of a cupBoard Full oF coats


